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Nebraska Ethanol Production hits one billion gallons per year
 
This week’s opening of the US BioEnergy ethanol plant in Ord signals continued economic growth for 
Nebraska as statewide ethanol production capacity surpasses one billion gallons per year. 
 
“Ethanol is the smart choice for Nebraska drivers and Nebraska’s economy,” said Todd Sneller, administrator 
of the Nebraska Ethanol Board. “With 16 ethanol plants producing a billion gallons a year, Nebraska is taking 
its place as a leader in energy independence and a leader in economic growth that benefits the whole state.” 
 
As more plants commence production, Nebraskans have access to a greater supply of ethanol.  With an 
expanded supply, ethanol prices drop and the renewable energy source becomes even more affordable as an 
alternative to gasoline. New plants create more jobs for related industries like construction, transportation, 
manufacturing and engineering companies.  Each new plant creates forty to fifty permanent positions, with an 
average annual salary rate exceeding $50,000. 
 
The US BioEnergy ethanol plant in Ord will have an annual production capacity of 45 million gallons of 
ethanol. 
 
“The ethanol industry has created hundreds of permanent, high-paying jobs in Nebraska while helping farmers 
earn more and making our state more energy independent,” Sneller said. “Nebraska is in a position where the 
state could meet 100 percent of its transportation fuel needs with ethanol production.” 
 
 
Established in 1971, the Nebraska Ethanol Board assists ethanol producers with programs and strategies for marketing ethanol 
and related co-products.  The Board supports organizations and policies that advocate the increased use of ethanol fuels ---and 
administers public information, education and ethanol-focused research projects.  The NEB also assists companies and 
organization in the development of ethanol production facilities in Nebraska  Visit the NEB on the web at www.ne-ethanol.org. 
To receive news releases from the Nebraska Ethanol Board via e-mail, please e-mail billy.defrain@ethanol.ne.gov 
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